






1 Learn more about the GIFE census: gife.org.br/censo-gife/
Overview Of Brazilian SOcial inveStOrS
77% Of reSPOnDentS SUPPOrteD PrOGraMS
in tHe SOUtHeaSt reGiOn Of Brazil
PrOfile Of Gife SUrvey reSPOnDentS
2016 116 respondents $830 million total investment 25% budgets of at least $5.7 million
cOrPOrate aSSOciatiOnS &  































revenUe caMe PriMarily frOM SPOnSOr cOMPany 










































For family associations & foundations, 12%  
of revenue came from copyrights and royalties  





GIFE connects Brazilian corporations and corporate, family, independent, and community associations and founda-
tions using social investments for public benefit in Brazil. to better understand the characteristics of member or-
ganizations and their social investment priorities, GIFE conducts a biannual survey of its members. this report 
highlights key findings from the 2017 survey; 116 GIFE members (90% of its 129 members) responded to ques-
tions about their 2016 activities. For the purpose of this analysis, data from community foundations have been 
grouped with responses from independent associations and foundations. All survey data, unless otherwise noted, 
refer to 2016 and are based on 116 responses. Funding amounts are calculated on a constant 2016 Brazilian real/
US dollar exchange rate.
Sponsor Company Contributions
Endowment
Public Sector Partnerships & Grants
Sale of Products & Services
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37+63+59+41+43+57+23+77+13+87
SUrvey reSPOnDentS inveSteD 
$830 MilliOn in 2016
DO SOcial inveStOrS USe taX incentiveS fOr tHeir inveStMentS?
$500M $5M







2016 median investment: 
$1.8 million, 
a 14% decrease from 2014
nearly Half Of SUrvey reSPOnDentS  







100++100++100++100++100++48+23+15+10+ +48% 23% 15% 10% 3%
DiD yOU KnOw?
$62.8B
24% of board members are women. 
Among U.S. foundations, 41% of board 
members are women1.
Investments through tax incentives 
decreased 33%, from $171 million in 
2014 to $115 million in 2016.
↘ 33%
U.S. foundations awarded $62.8 billion  
in grants in 2015. 92% of U.S. foundations  
are independent and family foundations;




All Survey Respondents Corporations Corporate Association 
& Foundations





1. Council on Foundations, data from 2016 Grantmakers Salary and Benefits Survey. 2. Based on Foundation Center's circa 2015 set of all independent and family, corporate, community, and operating U.S. 
foundations that reported giving.
totAL INvEStmENt throUGh tAx INCENtIvES $115 million
% that used tax incentives
24%
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eDUcatiOn waS tHe PriMary iSSUe area aDDreSSeD By Gife SUrvey reSPOnDentS























reSPOnDentS larGely tarGeteD SPecific 
POPUlatiOn GrOUPS anD inDiviDUalS3
few reSPOnDentS fOcUSeD On 






































AMONG U.S. FOUNDATIONS GRANTS6...
Specific population groups 
and individuals 
Civil society organizations 
(organizations themselves are 
the intended beneficiaries)
Society in general 
Professionals working in 
civil society organizations
Professionals working in 
public sector institutions
Public sector institutions 
(institutions themselves are 
the intended beneficiaries)
3. Based on survey responses describing the three most representative projects of the social investor. 4. Based on survey responses describing the three most representative projects of the social investor. 
5. Includes black and indigenous peoples. 6. Based on Foundation Center's 2014 research set, which includes all grants of $10,000 or more reported by 1,000 of the largest U.S. foundations. this is the most 
recent year for which comprehensive data are available. Beneficiary population figures represent only grants where specific populations were specified or could be identified.




For the first time, GIFE asked survey 
respondents about their 
engagement with the Sustainable 
development Goals (SdGs). the 
SdGs are a universal call to action to 
end poverty, protect the planet, and 
ensure that all people enjoy peace 
and prosperity7. the United Nations 
development Programme (UNdP) 
will release a report on Brazilian 
social investments related to the 
SdGs in November 2017 with GIFE 
Census data.
cOrPOratiOnS are MOSt faMiliar witH tHe SDGS anD tHeir 
































DO SOcial inveStOrS USe tHe SDGS aS a fraMe Of reference?
DiD yOU KnOw?
7. http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html 8. Based on Foundation Center's 2014 research set, which includes all grants of $10,000 or more reported by 1,000 of 
the largest U.S. foundations. this is the most recent year for which comprehensive data are available. Beneficiary population figures represent only grants where specific populations were specified or could 
be identified.
U.S. foundation grants to/for 
brazil largely supported8: 
The most common  
strategies were:
SDgfunders.org makes data on 
philanthropic investments related to the 
SDgs accessible in order to track  

















→ Environment & Animals
→ Community & Economic 
Development
→ International Relations  
(including international peace  
and security and international 
development)
yes, strategies are fully aligned with SDgs
yes, with plans to align current projects with SDgs








Unfamiliar with SDgs/Unable to answer
no
yes, but with no plans for greater alignment
5 Learn more about the GIFE census: gife.org.br/censo-gife/
44%41%24% 49%
caPacity BUilDinG fOr civil SOciety 
OrGanizatiOnS (cSO)
Only 16% Of SUrvey reSPOnDentS PriMarily fUnctiOn aS DOnOrS
primarily fund other organizations 
and their programs9
primarily run their own programs
Do both
SUrvey reSPOnDentS wHO…
9. It refers mostly to funding to civil society organizations, but also includes funding to other types of organizations such as public sector institutions, social enterprise, etc.. 
10. Based on Foundation Center's 2014 research set, which includes all grants of $10,000 or more reported by 1,000 of the largest U.S. foundations. this is the most recent year for which comprehensive 





$170 MilliOn waS DirecteD tO OtHer OrGanizatiOnS anD tHeir PrOGraMS in 2016
PriMarily fUnD OtHer OrGanizatiOnS
rUn tHeir Own PrOGraMS anD fUnD 
OtHer OrGanizatiOnS





of corporations primarily fund 
other organizations
of corporate associations 
& foundations primarily run 
their own programs 
of corporations run their 





Corporate Associations & Foundations
Independent Associations & Foundations
Family Associations & Foundations
Corporations
21+79 21%of total investment
U.S. foundations 
awarded $ 43.3 million 





6Key Facts on Brazilian Social Investment, GIFE Census 2016
DiD yOU KnOw?
Social investors support civil society 
organizations in various ways, including 
funding to implement investors’ projects, 
technical assistance, and financial 
support for other civil society 
organizations’ own programs/operations.
As a proportion of total investment, 
funding for other organizations 
decreased from 29% in 2011 to 21% in 
2016. Conversely, funding for 
respondents’ own projects increased 
from 55% to 60%.
39% of survey respondents plan to 
increase their level of support to civil 
society organizations over the next five 
years; 7% plan to decrease funding.
Only 24% PrOviDeD General OPeratinG SUPPOrt fOr civil SOciety OrGanizatiOnS
100++100++100++100++100+47+41+35+18+10 wHy SUPPOrt civil SOciety OrGanizatiOnS?47%41%35%18%
10%
72+28+51+49+55+45+58+42+24+7672% 51% 55% 58% 24%
↘ 21%
They have legitimacy to act in the areas of 
interest of the social investor
They are able to implement programs in the 
particular context, region, or priorities of the 
social investor
The social investor aims to strengthen 
civil society organizations and increase 
their sustainability
They influence public policy or serve a 
government watchdog role
They support causes that others are not 
willing to support
In the 2014 Census, only 1% identified 
this as a reason to support civil society 
organizations.
operated own projects
Invested in own projects, 
which were executed 
by other civil 
society organizations
Invested in projects 




Invested in projects 
of other civil society 
organizations, through a 
selection process
Invested in other civil 
society organizations 
through general operating 
support unrelated to 
specific projects
% of respondents by operation strategy
Copyright © 2017 GIFE and Foundation Center
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we thank all our sponsors who made this project possible, 
specifically the SDG Philanthropy Platform Brazil for their 
partnership on this Key Facts. the SdG Philanthropy Platform
Brazil's national partners are Fundação roberto marinho, 
tv Globo, Instituto C&A, Fundação Banco do Brasil, Fundação 
Itaú Social, Banco Itaú, Instituto Sabin, GIFE, Comunitas,  
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the SdG Philanthropy Platform.
